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Arcos is typical example for an andalusian hilltown in the Province of Cadiz and has

28 000 inhabitants. It is located on a rigde that is imbraced by wide bend of the River
Guadalete below. Arcos can be considered one the most beautiful towns among of the

White Villages not only because of its architectur. We enjoyed a fascinating view from the
high mountain range where Arcos ist situated.




We visited

Plaza de Cabildo: Town Hall, the Castillo and Santa Maria Church  with a beautiful
Gothic facade.

We saw Palaces and noble houses, they are all located close to the castle.

San Pedro Church — fortified Gothic church with a Neoclasic bell tower and the
Convent of the Mercedaries Descalzas — the nuns sell homemade sweets.



All the headmaster/mistress and teachers from European countries in various schools in
the Arcos Area were invited to the Town Hall by the Mayor. Afterwards, we went to an
concert. After the evening meal the teachers from Spain, Sweden, Belgium, England and
PIRKA sang typical songs from their home countries.

Portrait of the Spanisch King Juan Carlos in the Town Hall in Arcos



We visited:
Jerez de la Frontera

Important city of the Cadiz province, famous for its wine (Sherry). Jerez has 180 000
inhabitants.Close to the city is the formulal racetrack. Everyone knows Niki Lauda , the
Austrian word champion of previous year. Each year in Jerez the festival of the world
famous Andalusia horses takes place. ( “Caballo andaluz”) They are wellknown as our
Lipizzaner horses and are bred in Andalusia.

Jerez has also an airport.
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We visited:

Cadiz is the provincial capital and has 145 000 inhabitants. Cadiz lies on the Atlantic. The
wide sandy beach falls gently towards the ocean. The city has a famous cathedral,
universities, schools, a zoo, a large park with play areas and a large harbour for

passengers and freight. Ships set off to sea for Africa and the Canary Islands. Cadiz had
to protect itself from the attacks by Admiral Lord Nelson.



Food in Spain

The food tastes excellent. The Spanish like eating salads, vegetables, fruit, fish, Tortilla
and other things which we like too. Children drink water and juice. Adults drink beer, wine
(vino tinto, vino blanco), water and juice. A typical spanish drink for adults is called
Sangria. It is a vino tinto, in which ice cubes, lemon and orange slices are added.
Sometimes adults do not begin their meal until 10 p.m. They start with ham, cheese, olives
and white bread, then they eat salad and finish with a hot meal. Everyone helps
themselves to whatever they like from the large platter of food on the table. And everything
tastes delicious. Such a meal can last for up two hours.

Because it is already very warm in January, one can seat, talk and eat outside.

Life in Arcos de la Frontera

Both children and adults are very hospitable.

Because it is very hot in summer during the day, everyone has Siesta ( break). In the
evening, after work, families go for a walk, meet friends and generally enjoy life. In
Summer every family goes to the seaside at the weekend. During the other seasons they
go to the countryside, hike or participate in sports.

A photo of us sitting outside, eating fish and drinking Sangria



Learning in the ALZANAR children’s School in Padro del Rey

The children’s school in Padro del Rey can be compared to our Kindergarten, with the
exception that children have opportunity of learning English and also of learning to read
and write. Almost 100% of the children in Padro del Rey attend this school from the age of
three years, even though it is voluntary. The pupils are encouraged to learn to read and
write and do simple arithmetic sums to the best of their ability. Children with special needs
have additional care and encouragement. Children, whose native mother tongue is not
Spanish, learn Spanish in small groups. Despite individual ,classes” the children have PE
and play time together.

We visited all the classes and attend a short English sequenz the three year olds had. We
were very impressed by the gaiety of the children and the desire to learn.



School project for the theme Rubbish — Packaging
in the children’s school in Padro del Rey

Here are a number of objects made out of packaging materials which the children made
and which can be used in a meaningful way while playing.



The Spanisch Royal Family sent a photo of their dau  ghter Princess Leonor__ to the
childrens’s school in Padro del Rey




We visited the San Miguel School in Arcos de la Fro  ntera

The headmaster is called Sr. Santiago Zambrano Barrero . The children go to this school
from the age of three. This is voluntary.

Compulsory school begins at the age of six. Pupils learn English in school from the age of
three and when they are six, a lot of children can already read.

Because the warm temperatures, PE is always taught outside. The school has large open
air sports fields, and an indoor gym is not necessary. School beginns at 9 a.m. and ends at
2 p.m.

Children with special needs have also in this school additional care and encouragement.
Children, whose native mother tongue is not Spanish, learn Spanish in small groups.

The pupils like talking in English. They are very inquisitive and friendly.

Dictation in year 1 by Sa Maria



There are two English teachers. Mario is one of them. He teaches in children’s school too,
and along with the headmaster he always accompanied us during our visit.

In this picture you can also see the headmistress of the English Primary School Stanford in
the Vale, Mrs Kate Walters.

The school library in the San Miguel School



Learning and playing in the nursery class in the
San Miguel School



Hospiltality in the conference room of San Miguel School



Scenes in January in Arcos de la Frontera



The traditional Spanish dance is called the Flamenc o

The teachers Maria, Mariancele an Jorgo from the San Miguel School dance Flamenco
with the teachers of England and Pirka.

Sunset in Arcos de la Frontera

VS Pirka, Austria



